
TIFFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES 

Of a meeting held in the Reading Room on 
at 8.00pm on Monday 13 February 2017   

 
PRESENT: Cllrs Beasley, Welch, Godwin, Power, Jowers. 
In attendance: S Loake (Clerk) 
 
1: Apologies were received from Cllrs Chaplin, Tennet and Pady 
2: Open session: There were no members of the public present 
3: Declarations of interest in agenda items: The Clerk stated that the application in 
12 below had been submitted by his neighbours. 
4: Minutes: It was proposed by Cllr Jowers, 2nd Cllr Godwin, and agreed that the 
minutes of the meeting held on 9 January 2017 be accepted, and they were duly 
signed by the Chairman. 
5: Matters arising not covered elsewhere in agenda   

5.1: Repairs to village clock: no further progress. 
5.2: Community Defibrillator: Awaiting completion of BT’s consultation re 
takeover of telephone box. 
5.3: Vehicle activated sign: The Clerk has finally heard from Steve Barber. 
Although the summary drawing was accurate, the engineer’s drawing 
received had one post shown in the wrong place, so this has been returned 
for correction. The Clerk will now apply for the relevant licence. 
5.4: Upgrade to street lamps: Further to the installation of the sample lamp, 
it was proposed by Cllr Jowers, 2nd Cllr Welch and agreed that all of the 
streetlamps in the village should now be replaced, and that the new lamps in 
Meadow Rise should be fitted on “arms” rather than on the top of the poles. 
5.5: Village website: The Clerk reported that he had submitted all necessary 
documentation, but that the webmaster had yet to upload this. The Clerk will 
write to him outlining the requirements for the smooth running of the site. 
5.6: Swale opposite Bridge House Farm: This has now been completed.  

 5.7: Employment contract for Clerk: outstanding 
5.8: Community use of proposed new school hall: The Clerk had expressed 
the PC’s concern on this issue in the response to the planning application. 

6: Renewal of the grass maintenance contract: The Clerk confirmed that he had 
asked for quotations from three contractors – Marcus Young, David Jack and CGM. 
The tenders received will be submitted to the next meeting. 
7: Upgrade to playground equipment: It was proposed by Cllr Jowers, 2nd Cllr Welch, 
that the Clerk should order new goalposts for the playing field, and should 
endeavour to obtain a grant from SNC towards the cost of this. 
The Clerk reported that Playscapes Design, who had been invited to quote for a 
replacement for the fort, had ceased trading. He would now obtain quotations from 
other suppliers. It was agreed that SNC should be approached for a community grant 
to contribute towards the cost of this. 
8: SNC Governance Review: The Clerk explained the procedure by which the Parish 
Boundary could be changed to include Caldecote. He has registered the PC’s interest 
in this with SNC. The process is likely to take two years, and any changes will come 
into effect at the time of the next Parish Council elections 



9: Report from Community Events Working Group: Councillor Power presented a 
detailed report of her proposals for the Village Festival to be held on 1 July 2017, 
together with a draft budget. It was proposed by Cllr Jowers, 2nd Cllr Godwin and 
agreed that the budget and the suggested programme be approved. Copies of the 
budget and suggested programme are attached to the file copy of these minutes. 
It was proposed by Cllr Godwin, 2nd Cllr Welch and agreed that grant funding be 
requested from NCC (£1750) and SNC £975) 
10: Report from the Flood Action & Resilience Group: In the absence of Cllr Chaplin, 
Cllr Power reported that she had examined the gateways in St John’s Road in the 
company of Sarah Shaw. Cllr Power presented photos to the meeting which clearly 
showed the blocked gully under the gateway owned by Mr David Chandler. The 
water appears to flow freely under the other gateways. It was agreed that a letter be 
sent to Mr Chandler from the PC requesting that he fulfils his riparian obligations. 
11: Report from Pocket Park Group: In the absence of Cllr Chaplin, the Clerk 
reported that Mr Brian Taylor would commence the maintenance work at the end of 
February. The Clerk also reported that Cllr Chaplin has started raking the banks to 
clear dead vegetation. 
12: Planning Applications:  An application has been filed for a safety inspection and 
remedial work to the large Black Poplar tree that stands on the old allotment ground 
adjacent to Meadow Rise. The applicant, who lives in the neighbouring property, has 
tried on numerous occasions to get the landowner to take appropriate action, but 
this has not been forthcoming,. It was proposed by Cllr Jowers, 2nd Cllr Power, that 
the application be3 strongly supported. 
13: Updates re proposal for rail interchange at Blisworth : Cllr Welch reported that 
there had been no further communication received. He and Cllr Tennet will be 
attending the forthcoming liaison meeting. 
14: Date for the annual litter-pick: It was proposed by Cllr Power, 2nd Cllr Jowers and 
agreed that this should be on Saturday 11 March. The Clerk is to make the necessary 
arrangements 
15: Financial matters 

15.1: The Clerk presented the finance report to 31 January  2017, a copy of 
which is attached to the file copy of these minutes. 
15.2: Payments: Payments listed by the Clerk were EON (electricity) £173.48 
+ VAT, N Blackwell (grass cuttting) £240.23 + VAT, S Loake (remuneration) 
£151.05, S Loake (expenses for construction of new barbeque) £36.50, Print 
Projects (Thunderbolt) £260.00,Eon (installation of sample streetlamp) £350, 
Thermotor (new battery for VAS) £120.00 + VAT. It was proposed by Cllr 
Power, 2nd by Cllr Godwin and agreed that these be approved.   
15.3: Receipts of £8.00 donations to the Pocket Park and £4.57 interest were 
noted. 
15.4: Budget for 2017/18 financial year: It was agreed that the Budget for the 
forthcoming year be adopted. A copy is attached to the file copy of these 
minutes. 
15.5 Precept: It was proposed by Cllr Godwin, 2nd Cllr Welch and agreed that 
the Precept for 2017/18 be £12500. 

16: Correspondence: The Clerk presented a list of correspondence received, a copy 
of which is attached to the file copy of these minutes. This included correspondence 
from Mrs Skiers relating to ownership and maintenance of the bank outside her 



property in High Street North. The Clerk is to endeavour to obtain documentary 
evidence to establish the ownership of the bank. 
17: Councillor Questions: Cllr Jowers enquired if any village premises had been 
registered as assets of community value. The Clerk stated that both the school and 
the pub are registered. It was agreed that the Reading Room should also be 
registered. The Clerk will attend to this. 
 
 
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.35pm 


