
TIFFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
Meeting held in the Reading Room on 
at 8.00pm on Monday 13 March 2017   

 
MINUTES 

 
Present: Cllrs Beasley, Pady, Godwin, Chaplin, Power, Welch, Jowers 
In attendance: S Loake (Clerk) 

 
1 Apologies were accepted from Cllr Tennet 
 
2 Open session: There were no members of the public present. 
 
3 Declaration of interests in agenda items: There were none 
 
4 Minutes of the meeting held on 13 February 2017 were accepted and were duly 
signed by the Chairman 
 
5 Matters arising    

5.1 Repairs to village clock – the Clerk has spoken with Mr Dean, who is 
progressing this.  
5.2 Community Defibrillator: The Clerk confirmed that BHF are waiting to 
deliver the defibrillator, and we are awaiting confirmation of the takeover of 
the telephone box from BT. 
5.3 Vehicle activated sign: The Clerk stated that a response is still awaited 
from Mr Barber at NCC Highways. 
5.4 Upgrade to street lamps: The Clerk stated that he will place the order as 
soon as he received the breakdown of the cost from Eon. 
5.5 Village website: The Chairman stated he is pleased that the village 
website is now functional. He noted that the Standing Orders are included in 
the wrong section. The Clerk will attend to this. 
5.6 Employment contract for Clerk: The Chairman stated that a draft of this 
has been prepared, and the relevant employment policies will be prepared 
shortly. The Clerk will become an employee with effect from 1 April 2017. 
5.7 Upgrade to play equipment: The Clerk reported that a representative 
from Sovereign Playgrounds is visiting. Cllrs Jowers, Power and Chaplin 
agreed to attend. 
 

6 Contract for grass maintenance:  It was proposed by Cllr Jowers, 2nd Cllr Chaplin 
and agreed that the contract should be awarded to Mr David Jack, trading as Local 
Tree Works. The new contract will come into effect on 1 April 2017. 
 
 
7 Report from Community Events Working Group. Cllr Power confirmed that 
therewas adequate insurance for the bouncy castles, and the clerk confirmed that 
the event is covered by the PC’s public liability insurance. Cllr Jowers is preparing the 
site plan. Cllr Power also reported that she hopes to obtain tickets for Silverstone as 
a raffle prize. 



8 Report from the Flood Action & Resilience Group Cllr Chaplin reported that there 
had been a flooding event at a culvert in the grounds of one of the houses 
overlooking the green, which the property owner had dealt with. The stock of 
aq2uasacs is now exhausted. Owners of properties likely to suffer flooding should 
purchase their own, but the re should also be some in the flood store for emergency 
use. 
 
9 Report from Pocket Park Group:  Cllr Chaplin reported that Brian Taylor has 
commenced the maintenance work on 10 March, and expected this to be completed 
by the end of the week. The kissing gate at the entrance to Claydon’s Field requires 
attention, and the gate beside it has fallen over and should be replaced. The Pocket 
Park account will be emptied when payment is made to Mr Taylor. 
 
10 Planning Applications: None received 
 
11 Proposal for rail interchange at Blisworth: Cllr Welch reported that the next 
liaison Meeting has been postponed. 
 
12 Review of annual litter-pick:  The Clerk reported that this had been successful, 
and there was considerably less litter than in previous years. 
 
13 Financial matters 

13.1: The Clerk presented the finance report to 28 February 2017, which 
showed a total balance of funds of £20606.97. A copy of the report is 
attached to the file copy of these minutes 
13.2: Approval of payments: Payments listed by the clerk of the finance 
report were approved. 
13.3: To note receipts: Interest of 87p and donations to the Pocket Park of 
£8.00 were noted. 
13.4: New housing bonus grant: The Clerk reported that there would be no 
grant income for 2017/18, as no new housing has been built in the village. 
13.5: It was proposed by Cllr Godwin, 2nd Cllr Jowers and  agreed that the 
account at Nat West should be renamed “Community Account” and that all 
transactions relating to the Festival, that Barbeque, the Fireworks, and 
community facilities should go through this account. 

 
14 Review of correspondence: The Clerk presented a list of correspondence, a copy 
of which is attached to the file copy of these minutes. 
 
15 Councillor Questions 

15.1: Cllr Jowers asked about works in the field opposite Brickyard Kennels, 
where there is a blue pipe in the ground. The Clerk will endeavour to find out 
what this is. 
15.2: Cllr Power commented on the chemical smell that has been noticed in parts of 
the village. 
15.3: Cllr Godwin stated that cars had been seen moving very slowly through the 
villager, particularly at weekends. And villagers are urged to be vigilant with security. 
 

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.21pm 


