
 
TIFFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
Of a meeting held in the Reading Room 

on Monday 8 May 2017 at 8.00pm 
 

PRESENT: Cllrs Chaplin, Jowers, Pady, Power, Welch 
IN attendenace: S Loake (Clerk) 
Also present: Mr C Askew 
 
In the absence of the Chairman, it was proposed by Cllr Chaplin, 2nd Cllr Jowers and 
agreed that Cllr Welch should take the chair. 
 
1  Apologies were accepted from Cllr Beasley, Cllr Tennet and Cllr Godwin 
 
2  Open session: Mr Charlie Askew, who is a parent governor of the village school, 
addressed the meeting. He stated that there have been some architectural 
alterations made to the plans for the new school hall so as to be able to separate it 
from the rest of the school and thus make it possible for the hall to be available for 
community use. This is not yet a “done deal” The school does not envisage this 
creating a large income stream, but Mr Askew feels that it is important that 
relationships between the school and the community are improved. The new hall 
will be approx. 5.2m wide and 9m long, which would make it a suitable size for some 
meetings and for use for children’s parties etc. The main use of the hall will be for PE 
and for school lunches. There will bae a basic kitchen -but the primary use if this will 
be to distribute externally prepared food for the pupils’ lunches. 
There will be a restriction on the consumption of alcohol in the hall. 
 
Mr Askew then stated that the residents of Caldecote have received a letter from the 
Clerk of Towcester Town Council informing them that Tiffield PC has applied to 
include the hamlet of Caldecote within the PC boundaries. The Clerk assured Nr 
Askew that, although this matter had been discussed in response to the SNC 
Governance Review, no decision has been taken. The Clerk will contact SNC and the 
Clerk of Towcester TC to ascertain how and why the letter was sent, and will prepare 
a letter to the residents of Caldecote to explain the situation. 
 
The Chair thanked Mr Askew for his contribution, and Mr Askew left the meeting. 
  
3  Declarations of Interest in agenda items: Cllr Chaplin declared an interest in the 
planning application to be discussed. The Clerk also declared an interest. 
 
4 Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council were accepted as a true 
record of the meeting and were signed by the Chairman. The minutes of the ordinary 
meeting held onm the same day were also accepted, and were signed by the 
Chairman. 
 
5 Matters arising not covered elsewhere in agenda: There were no matters arising 
from the Annual Meeting.   



5.1 Repairs to village clock: a further report is awaited from Mr Dean.  
5.2 Community Defibrillator: This has been received, and is at the Clerk’s 
house, together with the training material 19 people have registered for 
training. This will be conducted by the Clerk’s daughter, a qualified nurse, in 
the near future. The Clerk has sourced a suitable cabinet for installation into 
the phone box when the transfer of this us completed. There will be no cost 
for the cabinet, but a donation will be made to BHF. 
5.3 Vehicle activated sign: A response is still awaited from Mr Barber. The 
Clerk has left a voice message and sent an email 
5.4 Upgrade to street lamps: The new lamps have been ordered, and will be 
installed towards the end of July. 
5.5 Employment contract for Clerk – discussion postponed until Cllr Beasley 
is present 
5.6 Upgrade to play equipment: It was proposed by Cllr Jowers, 2nd Cllr 
Power, that the design and quotation from Sovereign Playgrounds be 
accepted, with the removal of the storage costs included in the quote, as Cllr 
Power will permit storage in her garden which is adjacent to the site. 
It was agreed that the Clerk should placer the order for the installation as 
soon as confirmation of the Community Grant from SNC has been received. 
This will be for 35% of the total cost of £3850.22 
5.7 Contract for grass maintenance: Dissatisfaction was expressed by the 
performance of the new contractor. The verges appear to be cut with a 
strimmer, rather than a mower, and the grass is not cut short enough. The 
grass outside 2 HSS has not been cut, and this is included in the contract 
specification. The Clerk stated that he would discuss this with the contractor. 

 
6 Local Council Elections: The Clerk reported that Cllr Lofts had retired, and the 
newly elected County Councillor for Towcester and Roade Ward is Adil Sadygov 
(Conservative). Thanks were expressed to Councillor Lofts for the excellent service 
that he has given to the village and the surrounding area. 
 
7 Report from Community Events Working Group: Cllr Power reported that she has 
ordered 70 chairs and 30 tables. The Co-op has donated £300. Grant applications 
have been sent but not yet confirme3d. There will be a requirement for volunteers 
on the day, particularly a rota of people on the gates at Eastcote Road and the PP 
entrance. Cllr Power is working to attract adverts for the programme. Concern was 
expressed about the safety of the railings at the entrance to the field, and the Clerk 
said that he will address this problem. Cllr Power is also to endeavour to obtain 
proper steps for the musicians to access the stage. 
 
8  Report from the Flood Action & Resilience Group: It was reported that Mrs 
Pearson was concerned about the brambles choking the brook in the field behind 
her property. Cllr Chaplin will try to organise volunteers to clear this. (the land 
belongs to Fossetts, who are uncooperative). Cllr Chaplin also reported that Gordon 
Bradley has cleared the drain in Donkey Lane. 
 
9 Report from Pocket Park Group:  Cllr Chaplin reported that the Railway Heritage 
Group will be commencing repair work top the Gayton Wilds Bridge in the near 
future. There will be a temporary road closure while this work is undertaken. 



Volunteers are required to assist Mr Peers in the repair of the kissing gate between 
Claydon’s Field and the PP. This must be undertaken before the Festival. 
 
10  Planning Applications : An application has been received to reduce the height of 
the black poplar tree in Meador Rise by 10m, and also to reduce the width. This is 
the only tree in the village subject to a TPP> The Parish Council supported the 
application. 
 
11 Proposal for rail interchange at Blisworth: No further updates have been 
received. Cllrs Welch and Tennet hope to attend the next liaison meeting which is on 
24 May.  The additional application for a development at J15 is preferred by SNC.   
 
12 Finance 

12.1: Finance report to 30 April 2017: The Clerk presented the report, a copy 
of which is attached to the file copy of these minutes. 
12.2: Payments for grass cutting, electricity, NCALC subscription were 
approved, as shown in the Finance Report. 
12.3: Receipts – there were none 
12.4: New housing bonus grant: The Clerk confirmed that there is a balance 
of £574. There is no new allocation for the current financial year. 

 
13 Correspondence: The Clerk presented a list of correspondence, a copy of which is 
attached to the file copy of these minutes. 
 
14 Welcome pack: The welcome pack prepared by Cllr Beasley was reviewed. 
Several alterations were suggested and approved. Cllr Beasley was complimented on 
the document, which the Clerk will print and distribute to new residents. 
 
15 Councillor Questions: There were none. 
 
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.24pm 

 
 
                        


