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Tiffield Parish Council 

Chairman’s Annual Report 2019-2020 

 

This is the seventeenth report which I have had the pleasure to write as Chairman. 

The COVID-19 coronavirus outbreak has caused this annual meeting and our future Parish Council 

meetings to be held electronically. We wish you and all our parishioners to keep safe and, where 

possible, to help one another in this difficult time. The outbreak has also caused the postponement 

of local and council elections until next year and our annual litter pick, scheduled for 25th April. 

The Parish Council has been actively monitoring the proposed developments by Bells Plantation on 

the A5 and the development by Brickyard Farm on Donkey Lane near the A43. The developers were 

invited to give a presentation to the Parish Council in July. In this, they were unable to say what the 

units on the development would be. Neither could they answer our questions about a probable 

increase in traffic through Tiffield as a result of their proposals to put another roundabout on the 

A43 at the Hulcote turn and by possibly connecting their development with a road link north of 

Brickyard Farm to the A5 and Bell Plantation development. The response we subsequently sent to 

the planning authorities at SNC outlining our concerns can be found by clicking on the Documents 

tab of the planning application at https://snc.planning-register.co.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=104495 .  

The Parish Council has heard nothing from SNC in reply to any of the arguments we put forward. The 

developers also came to a Parish Council meeting in March attended by a large number of 

parishioners. Their presentation gave no further clarity on either the units to be built nor the traffic 

implications for the village. This development may have serious consequences for the peace and 

quiet of Tiffield. We urge you to read our response to this development carefully and would 

welcome your support in future to help protect our environment. 

Andy Tennet, our Clerk, entered the village into the CPRE Litterpick Heroes competition and we were 

awarded a first place for ‘Small Communities’. A cheque for £200.00 was presented to the Parish 

Council at an awards ceremony. Andy received this and the Council agreed that a donation of £60 

would be made to the school. 

The Parish Council continue to provide and look after the playground facilities at Claydon’s Field. We 

are looking at improving the facilities by installing a table-tennis table for which we could get a grant 

and refurbishing other equipment. Grants for other improvements are on hold due to the present 

crisis. 

St Johns School contacted us to say that the staff there are offering to get the pupils to build a new 

bench for the village, to replace the damaged one on the green at the end of Eastcote Lane, and help 

design new village name signs. The Chairman and Clerk visited the school to thank them for these 

offers and to discuss designs. 

We continue to pay the rent for the Pocket Park and support the Pocket Park volunteers in 

maintaining it. Parish councillors have also continued to provide general maintenance throughout 

the year to keep the pathways clear so that villagers can continue to enjoy this village asset. 

https://snc.planning-register.co.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=104495


Tiffield Parish Council. Annual report. 
01/04/2020 

The Parish Council supported the Village Festival held on a very hot day in June. It also coincided 

with the 40th anniversary of the purchase of Claydon’s Field. There were stalls run by village 

organisations, refreshment venues, entertainment, and live music and encouraged many of our 

villagers to work together on the day either running stalls or helping on the field. We hope for a 

better attendance next year. Special thanks must go to Phyllis Power and Simon Loake for putting in 

very many hours of work to organise the day and making the event so enjoyable 

The defibrillator in the old telephone box by the Reading Room now has new signage. Under the 

auspices of the Parish Council many village residents have been trained in its use which we hope 

there is no call for! 

The Parish Council has now registered The George as a village resource with the support of Russell 

Proctor, the landlord. The George is at the heart of many village events and supports many of our 

village organisations. Registration means that if the pub should ever come up for sale, it would first 

have to be offered to the community or other interested organisations who would intend to keep it 

running as a pub. 

The Parish Council and other village organisations have also contributed towards a screen and data 

projector for village use. If you are organising a village event and need to use these please contact 

either Russell at The George or Mark Burbage at 1 Meadow Rise either in person or on the village 

Facebook page. 

The Bonfire Night fireworks display, organised by the Parish Council, was postponed not once, twice 

but three times due to successive bouts of bad weather. The fireworks will be saved for this 

November. The bonfire was due to be lit as part of the extensive VE Day celebrations which were to 

be held on the 8th May. This has now been cancelled nationally with a new date set for VJ Day on the 

weekend of August 15/16th. 

After many years Gordon Bradley has finally given up looking after Claydon’s Field and doing many 

other odd jobs around the village. His efforts were much appreciated. We are now looking for 

another volunteer to fill his shoes and receive a small payment and expenses. The Parish Council 

appreciate the work of the volunteer drivers from the parish who keep the Tiffield and Gayton 

Minibus scheme running and especially Rae Spencer who leads the scheme. We also want to thank 

Phil and Mary Leggett who edit and produce the Tiffield Thunderbolt, which the Parish Council 

funds.  

We also gained a new Parish Councillor, Louise James of High Street North. She has great enthusiasm 

and many organisational skills already shown by her planning for VE day. Her appointment takes us 

up to our full complement of nine councillors after the untimely death of Mark Godwin. 

The Parish Council gets its funding from a precept which can be seen on Council Tax demands. This 

pays for street lighting, grass cutting, play equipment, the Pocket Park lease etc. etc. Also, due to 

NCC cutbacks, we now find ourselves having to pay for road grit with the prospect of more 

responsibilities being devolved to Parish Councils in the future. To be prepared for this, and to 

ensure that we have sufficient reserves to meet our statutory and other commitments, we decided 

to raise the precept by 5% for the financial year 2019/20.  

I would like to thank all the members of our community not already mentioned above who help run 

the many organisations and groups we have in Tiffield. When they give of their time and energies to 

do this, they help make Tiffield a special place to live. I hope that more parishioners support village 
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events, the village pub and school, organisations like the Pocket Park volunteers and the many clubs 

and societies we have.  

 

Contacting your Parish Council 

Please remember, the Parish Council can be contacted via our Clerk, Andy Tennet, who lives at 

Ashbury Barn, 9a High Street South, by the side of the school. His number is 01327 323195 and he 

can be contacted by email at clerk@tiffieldparishcouncil.org.uk or through the Parish Council 

website at www.tiffieldparishcouncil.org.uk  

Your Parish Councillors are John Beasley (Chairman) Paula Chaplin, Louise James, Steve Jowers, 

Sarah Pady, Rob Powell, Phyllis Power, Jim Tyrell and Eric Welch. 

Meetings of the Parish Council are normally held in the Reading Room at 8.00pm on the second 

Monday of each month, except August and December. Dates of scheduled Parish Council Meetings 

for the rest of 2020 are Mar 9th, Apr 6th, May 4th, Jun 8th, Jul 13th, Sep 7th (not 14th), Oct 12th, Nov 9th. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

Meetings of the Parish Council take place in the Reading Room on the second Monday of every 

month except August and December. Any parishioner is welcome to attend. Our Parish Councillors 

are John Beasley (Chairman), Paula Chaplin, Mark Godwin, Steve Jowers, Sarah Pady, Rob Powell, 

Phyllis Power, Jim Tyrell and Eric Welch. Without them and our new Clerk, Andy Tennet, much of the 

good work which has been included in this report would not have happened. 

John Beasley. 

Chairman, Tiffield Parish Council. 

mailto:clerk@tiffieldparishcouncil.org.uk
http://www.tiffieldparishcouncil.org.uk/

